V.

DEMOCRATIC PARTY Ii‘
of CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

Resolution In Support of State Funding
for Adult School Classes for Older Adults

WHEREAS the California Masterplan for Aging, which seeks to establish “A California
for all ages” by 2030, has as one of its goals Inclusion and Equity, not Isolation, for
California’s seniors; and

WHEREAS the California Democratic Party Platform for 2022 includes support for
Adult Education and Community College programs for life-long learning; and

WHEREAS education programs for older adults are a low-cost, effective way to combat
isolation and promote healthy aging that can reduce the likelihood of participants
contracting dementia by 18% (American Journal of Epidemiology, vol. 155, No.12, June
15, 2002) and can save the state money by improving healthy life expectancy; and

WHEREAS California had, for decades, a robust network of free education opportunities
for Older Adults offered through the state’s adult schools and community colleges which
was funded by the state, but was completely defunded in adult schools in 2013 and has
also been much reduced in the community colleges; and

WHEREAS this network of education opportunities for Older Adults still exists in
vestigial form in some community colleges and adult schools and could be brought back
in order to fulfill the goals of the Master Plan on Aging.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Democratic Party of Contra Costa County
recognizes that the State of California needs state-funded educational opportunities for
Older Adults in order to fulfill the goals of the California Master Plan on Aging; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Democratic Party of Contra Costa County
declares support for state funding educational opportunities for older adults through the
state’s adult schools and community colleges; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Democratic Party of Contra Costa County will
review and consider proposed legislation that restores state funding for adult school and
community college educational programs for Older Adults.

Submitted by Maria Alegria, Elected Member, District 1 and Kristen Pursley, West
County Adult School Teachers United
Approved by the Democratic Party of Contra Costa County, October 20, 2022



