CITY OF RICHMOND CHARTER AMENDMENT TNITIﬁTS\SEP 22 AMI1: 31
“The Richmond Election Reform Act”
INITIATIVE TEXT
The people of the City of Richmond do ordain as follows:
SECTION 1. Title

This Act shall be known and may be cited as “The Richmond Election Reform Act.”

SECTION 2. Purpose and Intent

This initiative seeks to reform the election process in the City of Richmond to improve
accountability, governance, and strengthen representation. Currently, a candidate for City Council
or Mayor can be elected to office with less than a majority of the vote cast. To represent the will
of at least the majority of the voters, City Councilmembers and the Mayor should not be elected
to office without receiving a majority of the vote cast for that elective office.

The initiative will add a nonpartisan primary municipal election to the City’s election process
whereby all qualified voters residing in a City Council district may vote for any one candidate
running for that City Council seat and, if no single candidate receives a majority of the vote, the
top two candidates in the primary municipal election (receiving the highest and second highest
votes) for each City Council seat will subsequently appear on the general municipal election ballot.
The initiative will also enable all eligible registered voters residing in the City at large to vote for
any one candidate running for Mayor and, if no single candidate receives a majority of the vote,
the top two candidates in the primary municipal election (receiving the highest and second highest
votes) for the office of Mayor will subsequently appear on the general municipal election ballot.

The addition of a primary municipal election to the City’s election process will allow City voters
to better scrutinize and select qualified candidates, encourage candidates to be more responsive to
the residents of the City, and may increase voter participation. That being said, if any candidate
for an elective office at the primary municipal election receives a majority of the total votes cast
for that office, that candidate shall be elected to such office and no further election for that office
will be held at the subsequent general municipal election. This initiative also provides updates to
the procedure for holding vacancy elections in the City.

SECTION 3. Article I11-B is added to the Richmond City Charter, as follows:

ARTICLE III-B

Sec. 1. Municipal Elections. Beginning in the year 2026, regular municipal elections held
in the City of Richmond shall be classified as primary municipal elections and general
municipal elections. Any other municipal election that may be held by authority of this
Charter, the Constitution of the State of California, or any law under which the City may
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act shall be a special municipal election. A special municipal election may be called by
the City Council by ordinance or resolution. Unless otherwise provided by this Charter
and by ordinance or resolution of the City Council, all regular and special municipal
elections shall be held in accordance with the provisions of the Elections Code of the State
of California, as the same now exists or may hereafter be amended, governing municipal
elections. The conduct of all City elections shall be under the control of the City Council,

and the City Council shall, by ordinance or resolution, provide for the holding of each City
election.

Sec. 2. City Primary Municipal Election and General Municipal Election.

(a) Notwithstanding any other provision herein and beginning in the year 2026, a
City primary municipal election shall be held in each even year, coinciding with
the date of the statewide primary election, in those districts of the City wherein
the term of office of Councilmember expires on the second Tuesday in January
following the general municipal election (or on such other date as set forth in
this City Charter), or citywide when the term of office of the Mayor expires on
the second Tuesday in January following the general municipal election (or on
such other date as set forth in this City Charter), for the purpose of nominating
candidates to be voted on at the general municipal election and for such other
purposes as the City Council may prescribe.

(b) The two candidates receiving the highest number of votes at the primary
municipal election for the office of Mayor, or for a seat on the City Council,
shall be candidates for the general municipal election and only their names shall
be printed upon the ballot to be used in the general municipal election. Any
candidate who, at the primary municipal election, shall receive a majority of the
total votes cast for candidates for said office shall be elected to such office and
no further election for such office shall be held at the next general municipal
clection.

(c) Beginning in the year 2026, a general municipal election shall be held in each
even year, coinciding with the date of the statewide general election, in those
districts of the City wherein the term of office of Councilmember expires on
the second Tuesday in January following the general municipal election (or on
such other date as set forth in this City Charter) or citywide when the term of
office of Mayor expires on the second Tuesday in January following the general
municipal election (or on such other date as set forth in this City Charter)

(d) Any qualified voter who resides in a City Council district who desires to be a
candidate for the office of a member of the City Council from that district to be

filled at such general municipal election, or any qualified voter who is a resident
of the City who desires to become a candidate for Mayor when that office is to
be filled at such general municipal election, shall file with the City Clerk, in the
period prescribed by the California Elections Code prior to a primary municipal
election, a nomination paper signed by not less than 20 nor more than 30
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qualified voters of the City Council district that is the subject of the election;
or, for the office of Mayor, a nomination paper signed by not less than 40 nor
more than 60 qualified voters of the City; and accompanied by a filing fee as
provided in this Charter and the Richmond Municipal Code.

SECTION 4. This section of the initiative measure amends the Charter of the City of Richmond;

therefore, existing provisions to be deleted are printed in strikeeut type and new provisions to be
added are printed in underlined type to indicate they are new.

Section 10 of Article III of the Richmond City Charter is amended to read, as follows:

Sec. 10. A vacancy in the Council shall be filled by a majority vote of the remaining
Councilmembers; provided, that if such vacancy is not filled by appointment within sixty
(60) days after the vacancy occurs, then a special general municipal election shall
immediately be called by the Council to elect a Councilmember to serve for the unexpired
term of the former incumbent, with the special general municipal election to be held on a
Tuesday at least 126 days, but not more than 140 days, following Council action calling
the special general municipal election; provided further, that if a special general municipal
election is required to be held, the Council may, by resolution, consolidate # the special
general municipal election as provided in this section with an election of the City or of any
other public agency if the next election of this City or of any other public agency is to be
held within 365 days from the date of vacancy.

If a special general municipal election is called, a special primary municipal election shall
be held on the 9 Tuesday or, if the 9™ Tuesday is the day of or the day following a state
holiday, the 10" Tuesday preceding the day of the special general municipal election at
which the vacancy is to be filled. Candidates in the special primary municipal election
shall be nominated in the manner set forth in Article ITI-B Sec. 2(d) of this Charter, except
that nomination papers shall not be circulated more than 73 days before the special primary
municipal election, and shall be filed with the election official for examination not less than
53 days before the special primary municipal election. All candidates shall be listed on
one ballot and if any candidate receives a majority of all votes cast, he or she shall be
declared elected, and no special general municipal election shall be held. If no candidate
receives a majority of votes cast, the names of the candidates who receive the highest and
second highest number of votes cast at the special primary municipal election shall be

placed on the special general municipal election ballot. In the case of a tie vote, subdivision
(a) of Section 8142 of the California Elections Code shall apply.

Any person appointed to fill a vacancy shall hold office until the second Tuesday in January
following the next regular general municipal election (or on such date as set forth in this
City Charter) in which Councilmembers are to be elected, at which time if the term of the
office for which the vacancy was filled has not yet expired, a special municipal general
election for that seat shall be scheduled on the date of the aforementioned regular general
municipal election and a person shall be selected to serve the remainder of the unexpired
term.
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If insufficient time exists for a special primary municipal election to proceed pursuant to

the time frames set forth in the preceding paragraph, then the special primary municipal
election shall be scheduled on the date of the next regular general municipal election and,

if no candidate receives a majority of votes cast, the names of the candidates who receive
the highest and second highest number of votes cast at the special primary municipal
election shall be placed on a special general municipal election ballot in an election to be
held on the 8th Tuesday following the special primary municipal election or, if the 8th
Tuesday is the day of or the day following a state holiday, the 9th Tuesday following the
day of the special primary municipal election

For purposes of this section a vacancy shall be deemed to exist if a Councilmember, without
the permission of the Council, absents himself or herself from all regular City Council
meetings for 60 days consecutively from the last regular meeting he or she attended.

Subdivision (e) of Section 3 of Article III-A of the Richmond City Charter is amended to
read, as follows:

On the first Tuesday following the first Monday of November, 2006, an election shall be
held for the election of a Mayor to succeed the Mayor whose term expires. Beginning in
the year 2026, Fhereafter; the election of a Mayor to succeed the Mayor whose term expires
shall be he]d in accordance w1th Artlcle IH-B of this Cltv Charter m—ﬂ&e—ﬁfst—"l:uesday

: b rear, The Mayor
whose term expires in November 2005 shall remain in ofﬁce and his term shall not expire
until after the November, 2006, election for Mayor. The term of office of the Mayor shall
commence on the second Tuesday in January following his or her election.

Section 5 of Article ITI-A of the Richmond City Charter is amended to read, as follows:

Sec. 5. Filling Vacancy in the Office of Mayor. Ifthere is a vacancy in the office of Mayor,
the Vice Mayor shall serve as the Mayor until a new Mayor is elected and takes office. A
special general municipal election shall promptly be called by the City Council and held to
elect a new Mayor, to serve for the unexpired term of the former Mayor, on a Tuesday at
least 126 days, but not more than 140 davs followmg Counc11 action callmE the special
general municipal election withi g : eaney unless
a regular election is scheduled to be held to elect a Mayor w1th1n 365 days frorn the date
of the vacancy. If sueh a special general municipal election is required to be held, the City
Council may, by resolution, consolidate it the special general municipal election as
provided in this section with an election of this City or of any other public agency if the
next election of this City or of the other public agency is to be held within 365 days from
the date of the vacancy.

If a special general municipal election is called, a special primary municipal election shall
be held on the 9 Tuesday or, if the 9 Tuesday is the day of or the day following a state
holiday, the 10" Tuesday preceding the day of the special general election at which the
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vacancy is to be filled. Candidates in the special primary municipal election shall be
nominated in the manner set forth in Article I1I-B Sec. 2(d), except that nomination papers

shall not be circulated more than 73 days before the special primary municipal election,
and shall be filed with the elections official for examination not less than 53 days before
the special primary municipal election. All candidates shall be listed on one ballot and if
any candidate receives a majority of all votes cast, he or she shall be declared elected, and
no special general municipal election shall be held. If no candidate receives a majority of
votes cast, the names of the candidates who receive the highest and second highest number
of votes cast at the special primary municipal election shall be placed on the special general

municipal election ballot. In the case of a tie vote, subdivision (a) of Section 8142 of the
Elections Code shall apply.

If insufficient time exists for a special primary municipal election to be held pursuant to
the time frames set forth in the preceding paragraph, then the special primary municipal
election shall be scheduled on the date of the next regular general election and, if no
candidate receives a majority of votes cast, the names of the candidates who receive the
highest and second highest number of votes cast at the special primary municipal election
shall be placed on a special general municipal election ballot in an election to be held on
the 8th Tuesday following the special primary municipal election or, if the 8th Tuesday is

the day of or the day following a state holiday, the 9th Tuesday following the day of the
special primary municipal election.

Any such special primary municipal election and special general municipal election shall
be held in accordance with applicable general laws of the State of California governing
elections within municipalities unless otherwise provided by this Charter or by ordinance
adopted by the City Council.

For purposes of this section, a vacancy shall be deemed to exist if the Mayor, without the
permission of the Council, absents himself from all regular City Council meetings for 30
days consecutively from the last regular meeting he attended.

SECTION 5. Conflicting Measures. The People of the City find and declare that the provisions
of this initiative may conflict with one or more provisions of other initiative measures, It is the
intent of the People that if the initiative receives a greater number of affirmative votes than a
conflicting measure at the same election, this initiative shall prevail in its entirety over a conflicting
measure.

SECTION 6. Severability. If any provision, section, paragraph, sentence, phrase, or word of this
initiative is rendered or declared invalid, illegal, or unconstitutional by any final action in a court
of competent jurisdiction or by reason of any preemptive legislation. such unconstitutionality
illegality or invalidity shall only affect such provision, section, paragraph, sentence, phrase, or
word and shall not affect or impair any remaining provisions, sections, paragraphs, sentences,
phrases, or words, or the application of the initiative to any other person or circumstance, and to
that end, the provisions hereof are severable. It is hereby declared to be the intention of the People
of the City that the initiative would have been adopted had such unconstitutional illegal or invalid
provision, section, paragraph, sentence, phrase, or word not been included herein.
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SECTION 7. Liberal Construction. This initiative shall be liberally construed to effectuate its
purposes.

SECTION 8. Legal Defense. If approved by a simple majority of voters, and thereafter
challenged in court of competent jurisdiction, the City shall defend the initiative in such court of
competent jurisdiction. The People of the City by approving this initiative by a simple majority
of votes hereby declare that the proponent(s) of the initiative have a direct and personal stake in
defending the initiative from constitutional or statutory challenges to the initiative’s validity or
implementation. In the event the City fails to defend the initiative, or the City fails to appeal an
adverse judgment against this initiative, in whole or in part, in any court of competent jurisdiction,
the initiative’s proponent(s) shall be entitled to assert their direct personal stake by defending the
initiative’s validity and implementation in any court of competent jurisdiction and shall be
empowered by the People through this initiative to act as agents of the People of the City, and the
City shall indemnify the proponent(s) for reasonable attorneys’ fees.

SECTION 9. Effective Date. If a majority of the voters voting at an election on this charter
amendment vote in its favor, its provisions shall become operative on January 1, 2026.
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