CITY OF RICHMOND, CALIFORNIA
PROCLAMATION

Declaring February 28, 2022 as Rare Disease Day

WHEREAS, in 2008, the European Organisation for Rare Diseases recognized Rare Disease Day
to raise awareness for rare diseases and improve access to treatment and medical
representation for individuals with rare diseases and their families; and

WHEREAS, according to the National Institutes of Health, there are nearly 7,000 rare diseases
and conditions that affect almost 30 million Americans, many of which are serious and
debilitating conditions that have a significant impact on the lives of those affected; and

WHEREAS, according to the Food and Drug Administration, while more than 450 drugs and
biologics have been approved for the treatment of rare diseases, millions of Americans still
have rare diseases for which there is no approved treatment; and

WHEREAS, individuals and families affected by rare diseases often experience problems such as
diagnosis delay, difficulty finding a medical expert, and lack of access to treatments or ancillary
services; and

WHEREAS, while the public is familiar with some rare diseases such as “Lou Gehrig’s disease”
and sympathetic to those affected, many patients and families affected by less widely known
rare diseases bear a large share of the burden of funding research and raising public awareness
to support the search for treatments; and

WHEREAS, to learn more, you can visit the website for the National Organization for Rare
Disorders, a patient advocacy organization that is dedicated to individuals with rare diseases
and the organizations that serve them and is committed to the identification, treatment, and
cure of rare disorders through programs of education, advocacy, research, and patient services.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Richmond City Council does hereby declare
February 28, 2022 as Rare Disease Day in the City of Richmond and encourages all residents,
government agencies, private businesses, non-profit organizations, and other groups to
participate in this observance and visit www.rarediseases.org for more information.
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