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City Council 
 
 

DATE: April 5, 2022  

TO: Mayor Butt and Members of the City Council 

FROM: 
 

Councilmembers Gayle McLaughlin, Claudia Jiménez 
and Melvin Willis  
  

Subject: 
 

Support for California Racial Justice Act for All (AB 256)  

FINANCIAL IMPACT: There is no financial impact related to this item. 

PREVIOUS COUNCIL 
ACTION:  
 

The City Council has a history of supporting racial justice 
and equity for all. 

STATEMENT OF THE 
ISSUE: 

The Ella Baker Center is working to get counties and 
cities to pass resolutions in support of AB 256. This bill 
extends the Racial Justice Act passed in 2020 to provide 
the same relief in instances of racial bias in criminal 
convictions or sentences decided before 2021. 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
 

ADOPT a resolution in support for California Racial 
Justice Act for All (AB 256) – Councilmembers Gayle 
McLaughlin (510-620-6636), Melvin Willis (510-412-
2050) and Claudia Jiménez (510-620-6565). 
 

 
  

AGENDA    

REPORT 
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DISCUSSION:  
 
In 2020, Assemblymember Ash Kalra introduced the California Racial Justice Act (AB 
2542), meant to provide a mechanism for relief for those whose convictions or 
sentences were based upon race, ethnicity, or national origin. The Act is the first law 
in California allowing individuals impacted by the criminal legal system to object 
to charges, convictions, or sentences if they can show that anyone involved in 
their case—whether judge, attorney, officer, expert witness, or juror—
demonstrated bias during the process. The Act further allows for demographic 
inequities in charges, convictions, or sentences to serve as evidence of this bias.  
  
The original Racial Justice Act, however, was prospective; it excluded protection 
to those who had been harmed prior to January 1, 2021, by the racial bias and 
discrimination that has long permeated our criminal legal system.  
  
The California Racial Justice Act for All (AB 256) seeks to remedy this, allowing 
for the retroactive application of the protections of the original Act—to cases 
from before 2021. This is a critical broadening of the existing law for those community 
members who have waited far too long to return home. 
 
DOCUMENTS ATTACHED: 
 
Attachment 1 – Resolution 
Attachment 2 – AB 256 Bill Text 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fleginfo.legislature.ca.gov%2Ffaces%2FbillNavClient.xhtml%3Fbill_id%3D201920200AB2542&data=04%7C01%7Cgayle_mclaughlin%40ci.richmond.ca.us%7C178b05bc3d434db3277b08da060114ee%7C8ab93658f71f4926b380e0da1d18115a%7C1%7C0%7C637828898970115524%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=BkpuWgu4XJa7%2BywuXwmr%2Bsy24HaraD7FaRkB2ZvLkQs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fleginfo.legislature.ca.gov%2Ffaces%2FbillNavClient.xhtml%3Fbill_id%3D201920200AB2542&data=04%7C01%7Cgayle_mclaughlin%40ci.richmond.ca.us%7C178b05bc3d434db3277b08da060114ee%7C8ab93658f71f4926b380e0da1d18115a%7C1%7C0%7C637828898970115524%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=BkpuWgu4XJa7%2BywuXwmr%2Bsy24HaraD7FaRkB2ZvLkQs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fleginfo.legislature.ca.gov%2Ffaces%2FbillNavClient.xhtml%3Fbill_id%3D202120220AB256&data=04%7C01%7Cgayle_mclaughlin%40ci.richmond.ca.us%7C178b05bc3d434db3277b08da060114ee%7C8ab93658f71f4926b380e0da1d18115a%7C1%7C0%7C637828898970115524%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=51cwf98QZvboN873IFuS3vtg1RWLP2LSP6wBnOvsQ3s%3D&reserved=0

